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Mission

Areas of Focus

•  Providing education and training to market boards, 

    managers and vendors;

•  Educating the public to choose healthy British 

    Columbia grown agricultural products to ensure a 

    secure food system, to reduce the carbon footprint 

    and to ensure the viability of farming into the future;

•  Helping promote farmers' markets to the public and 

    key industry stakeholders;

•  Initiating and managing research and development 

    activities;

•  Delivering a unified industry voice for all British 

    Columbia farmers' markets.

The mission of the BC Association of Farmers’ Markets

is to support, develop and promote farmers’ markets in

British Columbia.
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In 2017, we said thank you and farewell to Helen Fathers,
market manager at the White Rock Farmers’ Market, who 
served on the BCAFM Board of Directors since 2012. 

Thank you for all of your work to support BC farmers’ 
markets, Helen! We wish you all the best.

In 2017, we also said farewell to Vimi Sian who packed her 
bags to travel the world, and to pursue her own nutrition 
consulting business. Thank you Vimi for your work and 
bon voyage!

We welcomed Melissa Maltais, who is now supporting the 
operations of the FMNCP, among other duties. She is a 
self-proclaimed “foodie” and can be found touring local 
farms and eating at delicious restaurants around the 
Lower Mainland. Melissa has previously worked for the 
BCAFM and has four years experience as a farmers’ 
market manager.

Helen Fathers, market manager of the White Rock Farmers’ 
Market, and BCAFM Board of Directors since 2012.



President’s Report

The past year has once again been an interesting one in the life of 
farmers’ markets. I want to take a moment to reflect on the people 
and places that have been important to us this year.

From the floods in the spring to the wildfires of the summer, to the 
winter when precipitation fell in all the wrong places – this was 
the year when weather and the environment challenged us. 
Vendors had to replant in the spring and rebuild in the summer 
and winter. It will take a few years to fully recover from 2017. 
Livestock breeding is in disarray as the wildfires happened during 
what would have been cattle breeding time for many, and most 
calving or lambing is delayed or unknown. The smoke from the 
fires affected vegetable and fruit production across the province, 
and farmers will need time to determine these long term effects. 

Our urban farmers are seeing challenging winter weather with 
unforeseen snow loads. This will also lead to challenges for our 
urban markets as farmers try to get their product to market and 
start their new seeds for the summer season. We appreciate the 
heavy work going on right now across the province, both urban 
and rural, as farmers and ranchers do what they can to support 
the communities they live in.

These natural disasters also showed us, once again, how 
important local food sustainability is to a community. When 
delivery trucks couldn’t make it to the local superstore, your local 
farmers’ markets were supplying fresh, local food to the 
community. We need to recognize that food is an important piece 
in disaster or emergency preparedness and farmers’ markets can 
play a vital role in that scenario.

Outside of the weather, it was the people of 2017 that were really 
remarkable. Artisans, farmers and ranchers placed their trust in 
the local farmers’ market as a space where they could be 
financially sustainable. We have heard anecdotally that 2017 was 
another great year for sales. We love both the spirit that vendors 
bring with them and the communities that support our vendors 
and markets. The growth in the number of vendors and the 
number of markets is proof that we have a winning combination.

Thank you to the market boards and market managers who 
continue to invest their time, talent, skill and sometimes their own 
money in ensuring that their markets are the best they can be. 
You serve your communities as not only the place to “Buy Local,” 
but as the place where communities are reminded that they are a 
community and there is a beauty and strength in coming together. 
Job well done to all of you!

I would also like to recognize two farmers’ market managers who 
have served on the BCAFM board, and have done such a great job 
of carrying the farmers’ market banner for years - Helen Fathers 
of the White Rock Farmers’ Market, and Bruce Fatkin of the 
Abbotsford Farm and Country Market. On behalf of the BCAFM 
board and staff, thank you for sharing your time and expertise as a 
member of the BCAFM board of directors. 

Helen served on the BCAFM board since 2012, and has 
contributed a great deal to the farmers’ market sector in various 
capacities, including in her long-time role as market manager of 
the White Rock Farmers’ Market. As a White Rock City Councillor, 
Helen also shared her expertise with the farmers’ market 
community regarding best practices in working with 
municipalities, and policy development. Helen’s work and 
leadership led her to win the 2015 Market Manager, and Farmers’ 
Market of the Year awards. 

Bruce Fatkin will be completing a six-year term on the BCAFM 
board at the upcoming 2018 AGM in March – for the second time. 
More exactly, Bruce was on the very first BCAFM board –along 
with Mary Forstbauer as President, Del Myers, George Benson, 
Jordan Sturdy, Tara MacDonald, and others. Bruce was elected and 
stayed on the board from 2007 – 2009. He was then re-elected 
to the board in 2012 and has served as Treasurer ever since. As 
Treasurer he has been relentless in ensuring that the BCAFM 
continues to improve its financial position and that we are always 
looking to the future and asking how do we make BCAFM 
financially secure and sustainable? This is a message that the 
current board, executive director and staff have tried to own and 
will carry forward. Under his guidance, the Abbotsford Farm and 
Country Market has grown and both the market and Bruce have 
received many accolades for the work they have done. Bruce was 
also one of the people that convinced me to run for the board in 
2013 – time will tell how thankful I am for that! I would like to 
extend my thanks to Bruce for his years of service and best wishes 
on his retirement from the Abbotsford Farm and Country Market.

The BCAFM board of directors has taken real ownership in 
working with staff and markets to move forward on a number of 
important developments, and I look forward to another year where 
we can move projects forward. Hopefully not as long and intense 
as the recently approved bylaws (thanks and congratulations to 
the Governance Committee – particularly Rubina, Erna, Vickey, 
Heather and Georgia), but just as important to the long term 
financial viability of farmers’ markets.

And a personal thanks to the staff of the BCAFM – Georgia, Anice, 
Peter, Melissa, and our executive director, Heather. Each of them 
puts in a yeoman’s effort over the course of a year supporting me 
in the role of president (yes, it takes all of them!), but particularly in 
supporting the BCAFM. We are successful because these individuals 
put their heart and soul into furthering the cause of farmers’ markets.

Thank you to all and best wishes for a successful 2018 farmers’ 
market season!

Wylie Bystedt
BCAFM President;
Owner & operator of Coyote Acres Ranch;
Board of director of Quesnel Farmers’ Market



Executive Director’s Report

Resilience. In spite of a cold, wet spring and 
unprecedented forest fires, for me 2017 demonstrates the 
fortitude, character and unquestionable resilience of 
farmers’ market managers, board members and the 
thousands of farmers, food processors, and artisans 
across our province. Over the past year, I was able to get 
out on the road and visit several farmers’ markets and 
communities across Northern BC, the Cariboo and 
Kootenays. What an amazing group of people who bring 
our farmers’ markets to life!

Our people and places are resilient. I also believe the last 
year illustrates the growing resiliency of the BCAFM and 
its 147 member farmers’ markets. Together, we 
accomplished a number of important things to strengthen 
our roots and foundation as an overall sector and 
organization. Some key achievements in 2017 which will 
ensure our resiliency include: 

•  Bylaws: The adoption of new bylaws and transition to 
    the new Society Act ensures a solid governance 
    foundation and shows our commitment to ensuring the 
    integrity and authenticity of BC farmers’ markets.

•  Finance: Our finances are on solid ground with strong 
    financial reporting and excellent relationships with 
    existing key funders, investors and supporters. We have 
    confirmed funding for the BC Farmers’ Market Nutrition 
    Coupon Program through 2019, which contributes to 
    our overall organizational stability. In 2017, we also 
    established the BC Farmers’ Market Nutrition Coupon 
    Program Fund in collaboration with the Vancity 
    Community Foundation.

•  Marketing, Promotions & Public Engagement: During 
    the 2017 season, we executed our third Buy Local 
    campaign, “Fresh, Local & Always in Season,” and 
    reached out to new cultural communities through our 
    Love BC Farmers’ Markets campaign. We also gathered 
    market research across the province, which will support 
    a re-branding in 2018 and help us develop new tools 
    and resources to better support our farmers’ market 
    members in each region.

•  Education, Strengthening & Networking: Our 2017 
    conference was once again a highlight of the year, 
    thanks to the amazing production team of Peter, 
    Georgia, Anice and Vimi. The BCAFM also attended a 
    number of new events including the UBCM tradeshow 
    which was a big success and a great place to connect 
    with our municipalities, along with invitations to present 
    at a number of economic development forums.

•  New Relationships: In 2017, we also started building 
    new and strengthening existing relationships with 
    funders and supporters including Destination BC, BC 
    Economic Development Association, Community 
    Futures, Foodlands Cooperative of BC, among others. 

In 2017, I completed my first full year as executive 
director with the BCAFM. I love my work and I am 
immensely grateful for the hard working, professional and 
committed team of staff and board I have the privilege to 
work alongside each and every day in support of our 
membership. 

I am very excited about the work all of us will achieve 
together in 2018!

Heather O’Hara
BCAFM, Executive Director



Committees & Task Forces

Executive Committee

Finance Committee

The Finance Committee continued to evolve our financial 
reporting to more clearly and concisely reflect the ongoing 
financial operation and mission of the BCAFM. In order to
provide seamless transition as Bruce completes his run as 
treasurer, the committee identified and enlisted his 
replacement, Laura, and worked with her to come up to 
speed on the committee’s activities and functions. The 
committee also wishes to capitalize on its current strong 
fiscal position to continue setting aside money for future 
operations in the event that BCAFM were to lose the 
Farmers' Market Nutrition Coupon Program. The 
committee’s goal in 2018, is to increase our internally 
restricted pot of funds for operations to $100,000.

Members: Bruce Fatkin (Treasurer), Heather O'Hara (Executive 
Director), Shankar Raina (Vice-President), Laura Smit (Director)

Governance Committee
Members: Rubina Jamal (Director), Erna Jensen (Secretary), 
Heather O’Hara (Executive Director)

The BCAFM reached an important milestone in 2017 
with the adoption of new bylaws during an extraordinary 
general meeting of the membership held on November 
4th, 2017, and the subsequent transition of our society, 
required under the new Societies Act. A Bylaw Task 
Force was struck comprising board members Wylie, 
Vickey, Erna and Rubina, who, with the support of Heather 
and Georgia, worked to develop new bylaws that reflect 
current membership and practices, while strengthening 
the BC farmers’ market brand and modernizing the 
organization’s foundational documents. Heather led the 
consultation with BCAFM membership in the summer 
and early fall, and revisions were made to address the 
feedback we received. A big thanks to all farmers’ 
market members who participated in the consultation 
and to Mike Blatchford, our legal advisor from Norton 
Rose Fulbright, who guided us throughout the process 
and presented during the AGM and conference in 
March 2017 to explain the process and address 
questions and concerns.   

In addition, the Bylaw Task Force in consultation with its 
legal advisor, completed a bylaw template customizable 
for use by BCAFM farmers’ market members.

Bylaw Task Force Members: Vickey Brown (Director), Wylie Bystedt 
(President), Rubina Jamal (Director), Erna Jensen (Secretary), 
Heather O’Hara (Executive Director), Georgia Stanley (Membership 
Manager)

Members: Wylie Bystedt (President), Bruce Fatkin (Treasurer), Erna 
Jensen (Secretary), Shankar Raina (Vice-President)

The Executive Committee is responsible for executive 
director human resources and risk management as well as 
emerging issues that arise between board meetings. Each 
executive member also sits on other committees or task 
forces as a way to stay informed and engaged. 



Membership Report

In 2017 the BCAFM had 111 voting farmers’ market members, which operated over 145 farmers’ markets in all regions of 
the province.  We welcomed 8 new member farmers’ markets, demonstrating particularly strong growth in the Kootenay 
Rockies region. You can view the full list of farmers’ market members on the following page.  

Welcome to our new Farmers' Market 
Members in 2017

•  Esquimalt Farmers’ Market Society
•  Lillooet Farmers Market Association
•  North Delta Farmers Market Society
•  North Island Farmers and Artisans Market Association
•  Revelstoke Local Food Initiative Society 
    (Revelstoke Local Food Initiative Farmers Market)
•  Salmon Arm Community Market
•  Salmo Valley Farmers’ Market
•  Windermere District Farmers Institute 
    (Agri Park Farmers Market)

Similar to the last several years, we continue to see 
growth in the number of farmers’ markets throughout 
the province, most of which can be attributed to current 
member organizations adding on additional mid-week 
or winter market dates and locations. 

•  Average number of vendors at market: 37 (38 in 2016)
•  Number of winter and year round markets: 30 
    (same as in 2016)
•  95% of members reported needing more farm and 
    food vendors/products at their market 
•  72% of member farmers’ markets reported having a 
    stable and/or permanent location in 2017 (up from 67%
    in 2016)
•  38% of members use of their market site for free. The 
    rest pay for space, with fees varying greatly. 
•  66% of markets are located on public property 
    (unchanged from 2016)

Member Farmers’ Market Snapshot

•  Cariboo-Chilcotin Coast: 3
•  Fraser Valley: 5
•  City of Vancouver: 11
•  Greater Vancouver: 21
•  Kootenay-Rockies: 23
•  Northern BC: 15
•  Sea-to-Sky: 5
•  Sunshine Coast: 6
•  Thompson-Okanagan: 27
•  Vancouver Island/Gulf Islands: 30

Market Numbers by Region

•  Monday: 2
•  Tuesday: 6
•  Wednesday: 20
•  Thursday: 13
•  Friday: 22
•  Saturday: 67
•  Sunday: 30

Markets Operating by Day of the Week 

Revelstoke Local Food Initiative Farmers’ Market

It has been a pleasure working with all of you in 2017 – 
See you in 2018!

Georgia Stanley
BCAFM Membership and Communications Manager



2017 BCAFM Farmers’ Market Members

Abbotsford Farm and Country Market Society
All Organic Farmers' Market
Armstrong Farmers Market Society
Artisan Farmers Market Society
Barriere Farmers Market
Blind Bay Farmers Market
Bowen Road Farmers' Market Society
Bulkley Valley Farmers’ Market Association
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation
Cedar Farmer's Market Agricultural Society
Celista Hall Farmers' Market Society
Chase Farm and Craft Market
Chetwynd Farmers' Market
Clearwater Farmers Market
Comox Valley Farmers' Market Association
Coquitlam Farmers Market Society
Cranbrook Farmer's Market Society
Creston Valley Food Action Coalition
Dawson Creek Farmers Market Association
Deroche Farmers Market Society
Duncan Farmers' Market Society
Elkford Community Enhancement Society
Errington Farmers' Market Society
Esquimalt Farmers Market Society
Fairfield Community Market Society
Farm Gate Market
Fernie Mountain Market
Fort St. James Farmer's Market Society
Fort Langley Village Farmers Market
Fort St. John Farmers' Market
Gibsons Community Building Society
Gibsons Landing Sunday Market Society
Golden Farmers' Market
Goldstream Farmer's Market Society
Graham Island East Coast Farmers' Institute 
Grand Forks Farmers' Market Society
Gulf of Georgia Cannery Society
Haney Farmers Market Society
Harvest - Cariboo Agricultural Producers Association
Hazelton Farmers' Market Society
Hedley Farmers' Market Society
Houston Link to Learning
Italian Cultural Centre
James Bay Market Society
Kamloops Regional Farmers' Market Society
Kelowna Farmers' and Crafters' Market Society
Kwantlen Student Association
Ladner Village Market Ltd.
Lake Country Farmers Market Association
Langley Community Farmers Market Society
Lillooet Farmers Market Association
Mackenzie Community Market Association
McLeese Lake Farmers Market
Metchosin Farmers Market
Mission City Farmers Market Society
Nakusp Farmers' Market Association

Nanaimo Downtown Farmers' Market Society
Naramata Community Market
New Denver Community Market Society
Nicola Valley Farmers Market
North Delta Farmers Market Society
North Island Farmers and Artisans Market Association
North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society
North Saanich Food For The Future Society
Oaklands Community Association
Old Fire Hall Collective Society
Osoyoos Market On Main Society
Parksville & District Historical Society
Pemberton Farmers' Market Association
Pender Island Farmers' Institute
Peninsula Country Market Society
Penticton Farmers' Market Society
Pier Street Association
Powell River Farmers' Agricultural Institute
Prince George Farmers' Market Association
Qualicum Beach Farmers Market
Revelstoke Farm & Craft Market Society
Revelstoke Local Food Initiative Society
Richmond Agricultural and Industrial Society
Rossland Mountain Market Society
Royal City Farmers Market
Saanich Sunday Farmers' Market
Salmo Valley Farmers' Market
Salmon Arm Community Market
Salt Spring Community Market Society
Sechelt Farmers and Artisans Market
Shuswap Farm & Craft Market
Skeena Valley Farmers’ Market
Sooke Country Market Association
Sorrento Village Farmers' Market
South Cariboo Farmers' Market Society
Sparwood Farmers Market Society
Spirit Square Farmers' Market Association
Squamish Farmers Market Association
Sun Peaks & Region Farmers' Market
Surrey Urban Farmers Market
Trail's IncrEDIBLE Farmer's Market
Two Rivers Farmers Market
UBC Farm
Ucluelet Market Society
Valemount Farmers Market Society
Vanderhoof Farmers' Market
Vernon Farmers Market Association
West Kootenay EcoSociety
Whistler Farmers' Market
White Rock Farmers' Market Society
Wildsight
Wilson Square Community Market Association
Windermere District Farmers Institute
Windermere Royal Canadian Legion Branch 71
Your Local Farmers Market Society

2017 BCAFM voting farmers’ market members (111) who run 147 farmers’ markets across the province.



Farmers’ Market Nutrition Coupon Program Report

In 2017 the Farmer’s Market Nutrition Coupon Program 
(FMNCP) distributed $713,269 worth of coupons, 
$86,098 which was funded through local co-funders.

Program Reach:

  •  55 communities throughout the province
  •  94 community partners
  •  3,708 households including:
 o  4,764 individuals <18 years
 o  1,129 seniors
 o  496 expectant mothers
  •  846 BC farmers/producers accepted coupons

Program Impact:

A survey was conducted with FMNCP participants. Of all 
respondents:

  •  84% shop at the farmers’ market weekly or bi-weekly
  •  74% go to the market with friends, family members, or 
      other FMNCP program participants
  •  72% feel healthier as a result of this program
  •  90% eat more fruits and vegetables as a result of this
      program
  •  58% felt more connected to other people in their 
      community as a result of this program
  •  $6.44 is the average additional amount spent by 
      participants at the farmers’ market per trip, resulting in 
      an additional $284,000 spent at farmers’ markets 
      during the season

New Communities Added to FMNCP
Three new communities were added to the program in 2017:

•  Fort St. James Farmers Market
 o  Fireweed Collective
•  Nakusp Farmers Market
 o  Arrow Lakes Better at Home Program & Nakusp 
     Food Bank
•  Pender Island Farmers Market
 o  Pender Island Child Care Society
 o  Pender Island Health Care Society
 o  Pender Island Food Bank

Photos by: Freyja Barnwell



Farmers’ Market Nutrition Coupon Program Report

Launch of new BC Farmers’ Market 
Nutrition Coupon Fund

On September 12th, the BCAFM launched a new online 
fundraising platform and campaign to provide fresh local 
food to thousands of British Columbians facing economic 
barriers while directly supporting local farmers across BC.  
The BCAFM has setup a new donor fund in collaboration 
with Vancity Community Foundation. Individuals, local 
businesses, sports teams and other organizations can 
now donate directly to the Farmers’ Market Nutrition 
Coupon Program (FMNCP) and be eligible for a charitable 
tax receipt.

“In nearly every community, we have a waiting list to join 
this unique program, and we are thrilled we now have an 
opportunity for individuals, businesses and organizations 
to support this program and meet growing demand 
across the province,” says Heather O’Hara, BCAFM 
executive director. “This is a fantastic opportunity for the 
public to donate funds to support more people while 
sustaining farmers and farmland in their own 
communities and enable more people to purchase fresh, 
locally grown food, like fruits, vegetables, nuts, meat and 
dairy, direct from BC farmers.”

New Fundraising Initiatives

The FMNCP benefited from the launch of three exciting 
local initiatives raising funds to further our cause. We look 
forward to seeing how these projects develop over 2018.

Sustenance
Writers from BC and Beyond on the Subject of Food
An anthology currated by Vancouver’s Poet Laureate, 
Rachel Rose, Sustenance brings to the table some of 
Canada’s best contemporary writers, celebrating 
Vancouver’s literary and culinary scenes. The contributors 
have donated their honorarium to the FMNCP. As well, a 
portion of sales from every book will go towards providing 
refugees with fresh, locally grown produce at the farmers’ 
market.

Neighbour's Blend Wine
BC Wine Studio
A special “Neighbour’s Blend” has been created by BC
Wine Studio in support of the FMNCP.  A portion of sales 
from every bottle will go towards providing lower income 
families with fresh, locally grown produce at the farmers’ 
market.

Farm to Lable
Chef TJ Conwi
Executive Chef TJ Conwi of the Delta Hotels Vancouver 
Suites is selling his personally designed aprons and 
t-shirts with portions of every sale going to the FMNCP. 
He also hosted a fundraising dinner, “A Night of Too Many 
Chefs,” in December, raising over $3,000 for the FMNCP.



Marketing, Promotions & Public Engagement

Our 2017-2018 BC Farmers' Market Directory lists 145+ 
farmers' markets throughout the province, including dates, 
locations, and contact information for all BCAFM member 
farmers’ markets. The directory is designed for shoppers, 
local residents and tourists, and encourages them to 
discover the various farmers’ markets and experience the 
best of what BC has to offer. 

This year, 20,000 copies of the directory were printed. 
They were distributed to 109 member farmers’ markets 
along with 67 tourist centres and 56+ libraries in 
member farmers’ markets’ communities. They were also 
handed out to partner organizations and at various 
outreach events. 

BC Farmers’ Market Directory

Facebook:  
 1,445+ new Likes  -->  15,222 total Likes
Twitter:  
 400+ new Followers  -->  4,576 total Followers
Instagram:  
 800+ new Followers  -->  2,075 total Followers
YouTube:  
 3,205 Views
 23 new Subscribers  -->  68 total Subscribers

Social Media

Print, Radio and TV:
 78 earned media mentions
Highlights:
 Vancouver Sun - 5 Great Reasons To Shop At
    British Columbia Farmers' Markets
 Westcoast Food - Four Easy Steps to Plan Your 
    BC Farmers Market Road Trip
 Kootenay Business - The Little Farmers' Market 
    That Could
 My Coast Now 91.7fm - Farmers Markets on the Rise
 Global News - B.C. Farmers' Market finds & trends
 Sing Tao - 有機蔬菜親自速遞 港女務農賺滿足感

Earned Media



Pacific Agriculture Show

This annual event in Abbotsford showcases the latest 
and greatest in BC agriculture. The event attracts 
thousands of farmers and agri-food producers. 

The BCAFM shared a trade show booth with the Fraser 
Valley Direct Marketing Association to reach out to new
farmers and connect with industry stakeholders. We also
attended the Agri-Food Industry Gala.

Marketing, Promotions & Public Engagement

Islands Agriculture Show

This is the only agriculture trade show serving the farm 
and food communities on Vancouver Island, the Coast 
and Gulf Islands. 

The BCAFM traveled to Port Alberni for this event, and
engaged with farmers, vendors and members of the 
public on shopping and selling at BC farmers’ markets.

Day at the Farm

This is one of the most exciting fall agricultural fairs in 
the Lower Mainland that allows visitors the opportunity 
to connect with real farmers and real food. 

This was the first year the BCAFM participated in this 
family friendly event in Delta. We engaged visitors of all 
ages at our booth, and reminded them to shop at their 
local farmers’ market.

Union of BC Municipalities Trade Show

Over 2,000 local government decision makers, 
influencers and BC government dignitaries gathered 
at this Vancouver event. 

This was the first year the BCAFM participated in the 
trade show. It was a great opportunity for us to develop 
new contacts with municipal and regional governments, 
while promoting the benefits of BC farmers' markets. 



Marketing, Promotions & Public Engagement

Buy Local Campaign

The BCAFM received funding from the BC
Government's Buy Local Program and Vancity to run 
a summer campaign to get more people shopping 
and buying at BC farmers' markets. 

The campaign ran from mid-July to mid-September, 
and used a variety of strategies to position BC 
farmers' markets as the best source for fresh, locally
grown, in season produce direct from our farmers. 

Activities that accompanied our “BC Farmers’ 
Market Roadtrip” and “Preserve Summer BC” 
campaigns included a CBC TV commercial, CBC 
digital ads, a social media campaign and online 
contests, a public relations campaign to profile our 
member farmers’ markets in their local media, and 
the development of BC farmers’ markets swag. 

This  CBC TV commercial received over 10 million 
impressions by BC viewers over the campaign 
period, and was seen in high profile CBC prime time 
programs including The National, Dragon’s Den, The 
Nature of Things, and The Fifth Estate.

CBC TV commercial featuring Corine Singfield, Tsawwassen Farm
School, Farm Manager, Institute for Sustainable Food Systems (2017)



Marketing, Promotions & Public Engagement

During the fall of 2017, we ran an outreach campaign
to share thanks and appreciation for the hardworking 
farmers who bring us fresh, locally grown food at 
farmers' markets across the province. We also 
reminded British Columbians that many farmers’ 
markets are still in full swing and bursting with the 
bounty of BC through the fall and winter months.

Our “Love BC Farmers’ Markets” outreach included 
an online photo contest, personalized digital 
graphics for each member farmers’ market, BCAFM 
stickers and tote bag orders, and targeted outreach 
to culturally diverse media regarding the benefits of 
supporting local farmers and markets.  

Love BC Farmers’ Markets & Farmers

Renée Chan, registered dietian and founder of True Nosh, doing a
cooking demonstration for our Fairchild TV edpisode.



Education, Strengthening & Networking

Over 120 participants gathered in New Westminster in 
March 2017 for our annual BC Farmers’ Markets 
conference, “Farmers’ Markets for All.” The 2017 
conference examined how we can nurture and strengthen 
an inclusive, diverse, and thriving farmers’ market sector in 
British Columbia. The weekend included roundtable 
sessions, 15 workshops, a reception, banquet, Farmers’ 
Market Awards ceremony, networking events, and more. 
The BCAFM annual general meeting also took place the 
same weekend. 

BC Farmers’ Markets Conference
Farmers’ Markets for All

Slow Meat Event

As an addition to the conference, we collaborated with 
Slow Food Canada and the River Market to host a Slow 
Meat Day in New Westminster. Participants met the 
ranchers and farmers who raise their meat, talked to 
community organizations dedicated to better farming, and 
watched butchering and cooking demos with local chefs. 

Farmers’ Markets Awards
Best of 2016

The annual Farmers' Market Awards recognize outstanding 
farmers’ markets, market managers, vendors, and volunteers 
that are exemplary in adding value to their communities and 
the farmers' market sector. All nominees were judged by a 
committee representing BCAFM partners and stakeholders 
across BC. Congratulations to the winners! 

Farmers’ Market of the Year (Large): 
          Coquitlam Farmers Market
Farmers’ Market of the Year (Medium): 
          Creston Valley Farmers' Market
Farmers’ Market of the Year (Small): 
          McLeese Lake Farmers' Market
Farmers’ Market Manager of the Year (tie): 
          Jen Comer (Creston Valley Farmers' Market); and
          Julia Zado (Coquitlam Farmers Market)
Farmers’ Market Vendor of the Year: 
          Forstbauer Family Natural Food Farm
Volunteer of the Year: 
          Gwen Settle (Abbotsford Farm & Country Market)



Education, Strengthening & Networking

Market Management Certificate Program

The second cohort of BCAFM’s web-based Market 
Management Certificate Program graduated in March 
2017. Twenty-two market managers from 21 member 
markets received certificates, while 10 additional 
participants from seven member markets took part in 
the program. 

The program was centered on strategic business planning 
and was designed to provide training and assistance with 
market development. Taught once again by Michelle Wolf 
of Whole Green Heart, program topics included market 
management best practices, vendorship, financial 
sustainability, marketing and outreach, and leadership 
skills. Congratultations to all who received a certificate 
this year! 

Thank you to all representatives from the following 
farmers’ markets for your participation. 

Abbotsford Farm and Country Market; Alberta Agriculture 
and Forestry Department; Armstrong Farmers Market; 
Artisan Farmers Markets; Cannery Farmers Market; 
Comox Valley Farmers’ Market; Cranbrook Farmer’s 
Market; Deroche Farmers Market; Fernie Mountain Market; 
Haney Farmers Market; Houston Farmers Market; James 
Bay Market; Kimberley Farmers’ Market; Langley 
Community Farmers Market; McLeese Lake Farmers 
Market; Naramata Community Market; Oaklands Sunset 
Market; Parksville Museum Farmers’ and Artisan Market; 
Peninsula Country Market; Port Coquitlam Farmers 
Market; Qualicum Beach Farmers’ Market; Quesnel 
Farmers’ Market; River View Farmers Market; 
Rossland Mountain Market; Spirit Square Farmers’ Market; 
Squamish Farmers’ Market; Surrey Urban Farmers’ Market; 
Trail’s incrEDIBLE Farmer’s Market; UBC Farm Market. 

Mary Forstbauer Grant
In honour of the late Mary Forstbauer, a founding BCAFM 
member and board president, this new grant will be 
presented to a BC farmer who sells at a BC farmers' 
market. This $500 grant is to be used for the 
implementation of a new on farm initiative. The grant will 
be presented at the 2018 BC Farmers’ Markets 
Conference.

Mary Forstbauer

Market Management Certificate Program webinar with Michelle Wolf



Research & Development

Farmer Success Stories Project

In partnership with the Institute for Sustainable Food 
Systems at KPU, the BCAFM developed resources to 
support new, current, or potential farmers in adopting 
best business practices, as identified through 15 case 
studies of successful farmers selling at BC farmers' 
markets.  The resources, which include a marketing 
toolkit, guidebook and a webinar, feature lessons 
learned, examples, pictures and prompts drawn from 
the real life experiences of farmers producing a variety 
of crops and products in all regions of the province.

Every BCAFM farmers’ market member received 
several copies of the Guidebook to share with vendors
or display at their market info booth.

These new resouces are also available on the BCAFM
website and will continue to be shared with members 
of the BC farmers’ market community in 2018 
through various workshops, webinars and other 
outreach activities.

Farmers’ Market Sector Market Research 
and Strategy

From April to August, the BCAFM worked with Business 
Advisory Team/Left Field Marketing to conduct important 
market research with grant support from the Growing 
Forward 2 Market Development Preparedness Program. 
We traveled throughout the province seeking our 
members’ input on how we can better market, promote 
and brand BC farmers’ markets to consumers across all 
regions of BC. 

We conducted 12 regional marketing focus groups with 
boards, market managers and vendors to gain insight into 
understanding target markets, identifying successful 
branding, marketing and promotional strategies and tactics 
in all nine regions of BC, and understanding branding, 
marketing and promotions at urban vs. rural farmers’ 
markets. The outcomes of the research and strategy will 
be shared with members at the 2018 AGM, and will 
inform ongoing BCAFM marketing and promotions 
across the province and within individual regions. 



Education, Strengthening & Networking

Committees & Consultations

•  2021 Ag Census Consultation submission
•  Columbia Basin Trust Gathering participant
•  Foodland Cooperative Trust of BC member
•  MarketSafe Steering Committee member
•  National Food Policy Consultation submission
•  ProcessSafe Steering Committee member

Presentations & Panels

•  BC Food Systems Network Gathering participant and 
    panelist
•  Community Futures CED Forum “Valuing Agriculture 
    as an Economic Driver” workshop presenter in Grand 
    Forks
•  Good Food Summit “School Field Trips to Farmers’ 
    Markets” workshop presenter in Victoria
•  Kootenays Economic Development Practitioners 
    Network workshop presenter in Creston
•  “Promoting BC Farmers’ Markets, Region by Region” 
    focus group facilitator in 12 regions of BC
•  Small Business BC’s “Get Ready for Farmers, Pop up, 
    and Craft Markets” seminar panelist in Vancouver

Trade Shows & Industry Events

•  BC Agriculture Council’s BC Ag Day guest
•  Day At the Farm outreach event
•  Feeding Growth networking event guest
•  Islands Agriculture Show tradeshow 
•  Pacific Agriculture Show tradeshow and Agri-Food 
    Industry Gala
•  Union of BC Municipalities tradeshow
•  Vancouver Urban Farming Forum participant
•  Washington State Farmers’ Market Association 
    Conference participant

Government & Regulatory

•  2016 Census of Agriculture Results (Stats Canada)
    presentation attendee
•  Guidelines for Sale of Foods at Temporary Food 
    Markets (BC Centre for Disease Control) annual 
    consultation meeting

FMNCP Events

•  Presented with an honorary lifetime membership 
    award from the Burnaby Association for Community 
    Inclusion (BACI)
•  Presented 2016 program results to Ministry of Health 
    and Public Health Services Authority
•  Book launch for “Sustenance, Writers from BC and 
    Beyond on the Subject of Food.” Proceeds support the 
    Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program
•  Meeting with Port Coquitlam Mayor, Greg Moore with 
    FMNCP partners
•  Participated in Whole Foods Community Day with 
    Vancouver Farmers Markets

Other Meetings & Discussions 

•  BC Real Estate Foundation
•  Cariboo Regional District 
•  City of Quesnel Economic Development
•  City of Terrace Economic Development 
•  Columbia Basin Trust
•  Community Futures North Cariboo
•  Destination BC
•  Executive Director Strategic Alliance
•  Farm Folk City Folk
•  Farmer2Farmer
•  Investment Agriculture Foundation
•  Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Institute for 
    Sustainable Food Systems
•  Ministry of Forestry/Rural Development 
•  Ministry of Jobs, Tourism and Industry
•  RDMO Cariboo Tourism
•  SFU Community Economic Development Program 
•  Small Business BC
•  Vancity Community Foundation
•  Vancouver Island Regional Economic Operations
•  Wild Salmon Caravan supporter
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Funders & Supporters

A big thank you also to all community funders who supported and 
fundraised for the Farmers’ Market Nutrition Coupon Program.

Farmer Success Stories Project funded by:

Farmers’ Market Sector Market Research & Strategy funded by:

Love BC Farmers’ Markets & Farmers Project funded by:

Buy Local Campaign funded by:



Contact Us:
Address: 
#203 - 2642 Main Street
Vancouver, BC. V5T 3E6.

Phone: 604-734-9797
Fax: 604-568-4748
Email: info@bcfarmersmarket.org
Website: www.bcfarmersmarket.org

Connect With Us:
Facebook: /BCAFM
Twitter: @BCfarmersmarket
Instagram: @BCfarmersmarket
Youtube: BC Farmers’ Markets
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