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Why are farmersô markets growing in 
numbers ?

Urbanization of 
North America

Å1900 Urban Population was 
39.7%

Åfarm was 39.3%
Ånon farm rural 21.0%

Å2008 Urban was 75.2%

Åfarm was 1.6%
Ånon farm rural was 

22.9%

= Agricultural Confusion

http://www.pittsburgh.worldweb.com/Pittsburgh/PhotoGallery/CitySkylines/10-3559.html


Food has 
been too 

cheap in NA 



éthis is a wheat farmerôs realityé 

Farming as we have known it for the last 50 
years is not sustainable





Åwhat are 
we willing to 
pay for ?

1. Communications

2. Health

3. Education

5. Recreation

7. Restaurants

11. FOOD!



Circuit City to shut down.
Court approves bankrupt 
electronics retailer's motion to 
liquidate and close its 
remaining 567 stores
CNNMoney.com  January 16, 2009

"Circuit City just got stuck in the 
middle for too long," said Cohen. 



Trends affecting our food 
systems!

Survival, never mind prosperity, 
means éstaying on the edge! 

Åthe economy

Åhealth issues

Åfood safety

Ådemographics

Åwhere we eat (time)

Årenewed interest in food 



Customers will pay for ?

Åthe real from the genuine

Ånot the fake from the phoney



Rapid change, new partners

Health

Food 
Safety

Culinary 
tourism

Food 
security

Local 
economic 
Impact

Agriculture

Buy 
local



The San Joaquin Valley grows 95 
percent of America's apricots, 
almonds, raisins, olives ï over 250 
crops

Where does our food come from ?

http://www.cfbf.com/agalert/watercrisis.cfm


Growers in that district produce 95 % of the 
nationôs lettuce supply in April and October,but the 
vast majority of that will not be grown this fall or next 
spring because of the water shortage 



Åin the 12 weeks ended December 7, 
2007, for example, organics sales 
grew by 28.1%

Organic sales dropping quickly

Åin successive periods those 
growth rates slowed to 24.7% , 
then 21.5% , 18.1 % and finally 
10.0% in the 12 weeks ended 
November 1, 2008.



Food safety issues will continue to generate 
huge media coverage and terrify an 
already terrified population about their 
food supply

Implications

Legislatively determined food safety requirements 

for all producers



Food Safety

Åone incident anywhere 
in the world can change 
an entire industry

WARNING: This product has not been 
pasteurized and, therefore, may contain 
harmful bacteria that may cause serious illness 
in children, the elderly, and persons with 
weakened immune systems.

label

http://www.gagetown99.com/jug2.jpg



